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QUOTATIONS referenced in A Wrinkle in Time 
 

CHAPTER 2 

<  Blaise Pascal was a French mathematician, physicist, inventor, writer and 
philosopher of the 1600s. 
 
Le coeur a ses raisons que la raison ne connait point. (French) 
The heart has its reasons, whereof reason knows nothing. 
 
 
 
 

 
<  Lucius Annaeus Seneca was a Roman Stoic philosopher, statesman, and 
dramatist of the Silver Age of Latin literature. He was a tutor and later 
advisor to emperor Nero. 
 
Ab honesto virum bonum nihil deterret. (Latin) 
Nothing deters a good man from doing what is honorable. 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 3 
<  Durante degli Alighieri, called Dante, was a major Italian poet of the late 
Middle Ages.  
 
Come t’è picciol fallo amaro morso! (Italian) 
What grievous pain a little fault doth give thee! 
 
A. Perez 
 
Un asno viejo sabe más que un potro. (Spanish) 
An old ass knows more than a young colt. 

 

CHAPTER 4  
< Quintus Horatius Flaccus, known as Horace, was the leading Roman lyric 
poet during the time of Augustus. 
 
Finxerunt animi, raro et perpauca loquentis. (Latin) 
To action little, less to words inclined. 
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>  Euripedes was a tragedian of classical Athens, Greece. 

 
Nothing is hopeless; we must hope for everything. 

 
CHAPTER 5 
 

<  Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra was a 
Spanish novelist, poet, and playwright of 
the 1600s.  
 
La experiencia es la madre de la ciencia. (Spanish) 
Experience is the mother of knowledge. 
 
 

>  William Shakespeare was an English 
poet, playwright, and actor, widely 

regarded as the greatest writer in the English language.  
 

We are such stuff as dreams are made on. 
-Prospero in The Tempest 

 
 

<  Jacques Delille was a French poet, 
freemason and translator of the late 1700s. 
 
Que la terre est petite à qui la voit des cieux! (French) 
How small is the earth to him who looks from heaven. 
 
St. John was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus, and the author of the 
Gospel of St. John in the New Testament.  
 
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

 

 

CHAPTER 6 
 
>  Johann Wolfgang Goethe was a German writer and statesman of the late 
1700s and early 1800s. His work includes epic and lyric poetry. 
 
Allwissend bin ich nicht; doch viel ist mir bewisst. (German) 
I do not know everything; still many things I understand. 


